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•	 Creating ongoing environmental and riparian enhancements

•	 Holding property, when needed, in conservation easements

•	 Utilizing the River as an outdoor and historic learning 
resource

•	 Hosting free community events promoting the relationship 
between the River, music, and art

•	 Providing youth employment opportunities through the 
Greenway River Ranger program

•	 Promoting good stewardship through hands-on South Platte 
River Environmental Education (SPREE) programs

•	 Facilitating innovation in thought and practice by 
employing emerging technologies for the benefit of healthy 
watersheds

•	 Convening cross-sector partners for innovative and 
collaborative work for the protection and regeneration of 
our water resources and watersheds

The mission of The Greenway Foundation (TGF) is to 
advance the South Platte River and its watershed as a unique 
environmental, recreational, cultural, scientific, and historic 
amenity that links our community’s past with its future.

Reconnecting Communities.
Revitalizing Rivers.

This mission is accomplished by:

C E L E B R AT E
Events  pg. 30
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E D U C AT EE D U C AT E
R E V I TA L I Z E

P R O T E C T
The Water Connection  pg. 14

SPREE  pg. 24

Enhancements
pg. 8
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“if you love our waterways, support TGF!”. There are a variety of funding 
options described within pages 22, 23, and 35 of this edition of the 
Greenway Current that explain how this needed support can occur.

We encourage you to take the time to read through and enjoy the 2019 
Greenway Current and offer our heartfelt appreciation for supporting 
TGF’s 45-year commitment to Preserve, Protect, Enhance and Engage 
our community’s Greatest Natural Resources.

Onward!

Greetings!

Enhancem
ents

We are pleased to present and celebrate The Greenway Foundation’s 2019 Greenway Current. This past year has been 
another year of promise, progress, activity and achievement on many fronts!

•	 Numerous environmental and recreational improvements to the South Platte River and surrounding area continue to 
be realized as do generational planning efforts involving significant future riverside development opportunities.

•	 The Urban Waterway Study has been completed and approved, and efforts are underway to allow the Study to obtain 
full authorization from Congress in 2020, followed by initial appropriation commitments being realized beginning in 
2021.

•	 The Chatfield Reallocation Project, the unprecedented two-decade initiative to allow Chatfield Reservoir to store an 
additional 20,600 acre feet (AF) while also completely renovating Chatfield State Park, will be completed by Spring 
2020, including a 2,000 AF environmental pool that will provide downstream releases out of the Reservoir to provide 
needed environmental and recreational benefits to the South Platte River.

•	 The Water Connection (TWC), TGF’s water policy arm, continues to evolve and increase its engagement with all 
sectors of the water community to create innovative solutions involving improved water quality and increased water 
quantity opportunities for the South Platte River Watershed.

•	 TGF’s environmental education program, SPREE, allows thousands of Metro Denver youth (ages 4-18) to engage with 
their River and tributaries throughout the year through age-specific environmental learning experiences so that “the 
River” becomes “their River.”

•	 TGF continues to produce a variety of community events that allow us to witness the expansion of our mission 
to Revitalize Rivers and Reconnect Communities, while also encouraging Metro Denver citizens of all ages and 
backgrounds to engage with the South Platte River Watershed in a direct and personal manner.

Finally, TGF continues to encourage any and all advocates of these priceless urban waterways to embrace our mantra that 

Jeff Shoemaker
Executive Director

Kip Stastny
Chairman
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TGF works tirelessly toward 
our mission. Here are some 

highlights of our impact 
from 2019.

Enhancem
ents
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new students engaged with 
SPREE through camp & excursions

people attended free TGF 
community events

advisory boards benefitted from 
the participation of The Water 

Connection

pounds of pollutants were 
diverted from our River since 
the installation of stormwater 

filtration devices

of SPREE attendees return for  
additional SPREE programminig

volunteer hours donated to 
Denver’s public parks

park, open space 
& waterway 

improvement projects 
since 2014 

2100

10000

14

600

3960

5

2/3

,

+

+,

+

,



6

Since 1974, The Greenway Foundation 
has led the effort to reclaim the 

South Platte River and its numerous 
tributaries from a virtual cesspool 

to a place of environmental and 
recreational pride.
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TGF’s mission to 
Revitalize Rivers 
and Reconnect 
Communities is far-
reaching. Thanks 
to the ongoing 
engagement with our 
countless dedicated 
and generational 
partners, TGF’s 
projects, programs, 
initiatives, and events 
span the Denver Metro 
area and beyond. 

Impact Map



The Greenway Foundation 
collaborates with numerous 

public, private, philanthropic, and 
political partners to create ongoing 

environmental, recreational, and 
water quality enhancements along 

the South Platte River and its 
tributaries.

NATIONAL WESTERN CENTER
by Marjorie Price & David Howlett, Capitol Representatives 

RIVER VISION IMPLEMENTATION PLAN (RVIP)
by Gordon Robertson, Director of Planning, Design and Construction,

Cincere Eades, Parks Resiliency Principal Planner,
and Owen Snell, Project Manager,

Denver Parks and Recreation

HERON POND/CARPIO-SANGUINETTE  •  RINO PARK  •  RIVERLINE
GLOBEVILLE LANDING PARK

DENVER URBAN WATERWAYS
by Marjorie Price & David Howlett, Capitol Representatives

enhancements
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The Greenway Foundation is partnering 
with the National Western Center (NWC) to 
maximize the vision for the new riverfront 
open space. These 6-acres of open space will 
be the latest jewel for the South Platte River 
Greenway along with the reimagined National 
Western Center campus.

It is adjacent to the South Platte River and 
next door to the water building at Spur, 
the CSU System Campus at the National 
Western Center. This open space will offer 
numerous opportunities for Denverites from 
all neighborhoods and all ages to engage with 
Denver’s greatest natural resource in new and 
innovative ways. 

The Greenway Foundation is honored to 
partner with NWC to pursue a variety of 
community-based funding sources to make 
this new amenity a spectacular link between 
the new year-round National Western Center 
campus and the South Platte River Greenway.

The Greenway Foundation welcomes 
participation by private individuals, other 
foundations, public agencies, and other 
additional sources of funding to maximize this 
latest opportunity to engage health, vitality, 
and community engagement with our river.

NATIONAL WESTERN 
CENTER
NationalWesternCenter.com
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Heron Pond/Carpio-
Sanguinette

River Vision 
Implementation 
Plan
Denvergov.org/heronpond

Denvergov.org/ParkProjects

Denver Parks and Recreation completed 
the Heron Pond/Carpio-Sanguinette 
Park master plan in 2017. The design 
encompasses the full 80-acre project area, 
including the South Platte River. The project 
includes a regional water quality basin 
that will treat over 600 acres of tributary 
area prior to entering the South Platte 
River. New park features include a regional 
pollinator inspired playground, walking 
trails, river access, nature overlooks, and 
environmental education nodes.

The design will be complete in early 2020 
with plans to move into construction 
within the next 1-2 years. Partnership 
groups include Colorado Department of 
Public Health and Environment, Adams 
County,  National Park Service, and 
Denver’s Department of Transportation & 
Infrastructure.

RiNo Park

RiNo Park is a new 3.5 
acre park located at 35th 
and Arkins. It will feature 
a large open lawn area, 
explorative play area with 
repurposed industrial 
equipment, vegetated 
water quality basins, and 
incorporates existing brick 
buildings. The Park will be 
programmed and activated 
through a partnership 
with RiNo Arts District. 
Construction began early 
summer 2019 and will be 
completed spring 2020. 
Construction costs are 
$5.2 million for the Park, 
and $935K for Phase 1 
Buildings.
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RiNo Park

Denvergov.org/PlatteToParkHill

Globeville Landing added almost two 
acres of parkland to the site. The project 
created a native vegetated trickle channel 
to convey stormwater and will reduce 
irrigation consumption by converting the 
mostly-bluegrass park to large areas of 
native grasses. The project also features a 
new destination playground with custom 
climbing wall, water and sand play, custom 
nature play area, and two age-separated 
playground features. The park renovation 
has two shade pavilions for picnic 
gatherings adjacent to large bluegrass 
fields.  

The RiNo Promenade project, or RiverLine, 
will finally go out for bid in early 2020 and 
construction will begin by the third quarter 
of 2020. An artist has been selected for 
the public art component, and his work 
will be integrated into the project during 
construction.

Globeville Landing

RiverLine
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Great progress was made during 2019 on the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Adams and Denver 
Counties, Colorado General Investigation Study (a.k.a. Denver Urban Waterways Study) in Denver County. The 
Greenway Foundation, working with the City and County of Denver and the Mile High Flood District, is pleased 
to report the following progress: 	

•	 Final Environmental Impact Statement and Feasibility Report was approved and published by the USACE.

•	 Chief’s Report was issued by the top civilian official of the Corps – opening the door to congressional 
authorizations of the project itself.  

•	 Support at the local, state, and federal levels is building.  

•	 Funding for Preliminary Engineering and Design is under consideration in the United States Congress.  

The goals of the study and project to follow are significant:

•	 Ecosystem restoration of 6.5 miles of the South Platte River in Denver from 6th Avenue to 58th Avenue.

•	 Flood damage reduction measures to be implemented in Weir Gulch and Harvard Gulch.

•	 Reducing the number of homes that will have to carry flood insurance once these improvements are in 
place.

A second USACE study was completed in September 2018 – Section 1135 Southern Platte Valley Continuing 
Authority Program (CAP) Feasibility Study:

•	 This project will restore the ecosystem of 2.4 miles of the South Platte River from West Yale Avenue to 
West Mississippi Avenue.

•	 The ecosystem improvements will complement projects completed through the Denver’s River Vision 
Implementation Plan (RVIP).

•	 Funding for design has been secured for Fiscal Year 2020. It is hoped that design and engineering 
documents will be completed in the next two years with construction following, provided federal funds    
are secured.

This project, coupled with the Adams and Denver Counties project, will result in the improvement of nearly 
nine miles of the South Platte River in Denver.

DENVER URBAN WATERWAYS
www.DenverWaterways.com



13

Image Courtesy of Revesco 
Properties and Wenk & Associates
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The Water Connection, TGF’s policy 
& water resources arm, continues to 

evolve & increase its engagement with 
all sectors of the water community.  

Together with partners, TWC creates 
solutions & advances innovative 

practices for improved water quality & 
holistic water resource management in 

the South Platte River Watershed.
CLEAN WATER INITIATIVE

STORMWATER FILTRATION DEVICES  •  CLEAN RIVER DESIGN CHALLENGE  •  
IN-RIVER TRASH REMOVAL

CHATFIELD RESERVOIR REALLOCATION PROJECT/
CHATFIELD RESERVOIR ENVIRONMENTAL POOL

POLICY & DEVELOPMENT
NATIONAL WESTERN CENTER •  STADIUM DISTRICT  •  ADVISORY COMMITTEES

ONE WATER
HIGH LINE CANAL  •  WATER WHEEL  •  DENVER ONE WATER PLAN

 RECEPTION ON THE RIVER 

The Water 
Connection
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clean 
water 
initiative

TheWaterConnection.org/index.php/
Applied-Innovation/

TheGreenwayFoundation.org/CRDC

TWC’s stormwater filtration program is 
expanding with Frog Creek Partners, the 
creator of Gutter Bins. These Gutter Bins 
are placed in storm drain inlets to catch 
trash, debris, and toxic pollutants that are 
washing off sidewalks and streets, keeping 
the contamination out of the River. There are 
currently 45 Gutter Bins installed throughout 
Colorado.

They’re so effective! In a period of just 15 
months, 15 of the Gutter Bins that are installed 
in Denver collected 3,284 pounds of trash. 
Without these devices, all that trash and debris 
would have flowed through storm drains and 
ended up in the River. The bins continue to 
perform every day, so the pollution capture 
number will continue to grow.

stormwater Filtration 
devices

clean river design 
challenge

A prototype of the first Clean 
River Design Challenge 
winning design, nicknamed 
The Nautilus, has been 
created and is being tested 
in Cherry Creek. TWC is 
working with our partners 
at ClayDean Electric and 
the Mile High Flood District 
to optimize the design of 
the prototype as testing 
continues.

in-river trash 
removal
TheGreenwayFoundation.org/
Nautilus 

In the Spring semester, 
teams from Colorado 
School of Mines, University 
of Denver, and Metropolitan 
State University of Denver 
built and tested their 
in-stream trash removal 
device prototypes at the 
Bureau of Reclamation. 
The first place winner was 
the Black Crowned Night 
Herons, an industrial design 
team from Metropolitan 
State University of Denver.
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Chatfield Reservoir Reallocation Project/
Chatfield Reservoir Environmental Pool
ChatfieldReallocation.org
TheWaterConnection.org/index.php/Minimum-Stream-Flow/

The expansion of Chatfield Reservoir through the Chatfield Reallocation Project allows the Reservoir to store an 
additional 20,600 acre feet (AF) for use by growing cities in the metro area and farmers in northeastern Colorado. 
Through the work of The Greenway Foundation, Denver Water, the State of Colorado, and many other funding 
partners, 2,100 AF of this additional storage will be designated as an Environmental Pool (EP). The EP will be 
released into the South Platte River at critical times during the year for the benefit of fish, habitat, and the River’s 
ecosystem. This project is a model of watershed management that can be replicated in other Colorado basins.

Over the course of 2019, The Water Connection coordinated with Colorado Parks and Wildlife to create a draft 
Governance Framework document that will help to govern releases from the reservoir.

Spring runoff 2020 is now the target date for storing additional water in Chatfield Reservoir.

Since 2005, The Greenway Foundation has engaged and strongly advocated for this critically needed source of 
water storage for municipal, agricultural, and environmental benefits. These efforts have included engagement 
with numerous partnerships so that everyone involved can celebrate the long-anticipated final approval by the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers for this vitally important project.

A few of the tremendous accomplishments already accomplished by the state, the water users, and the Chatfield 
Reservoir Mitigation Company include:

•	 A beautiful new swim beach, bathhouse, roadways, and trails, which are already completed and open.

•	 An entirely new marina.

•	 Spectacular environmental restoration of the on-site reaches of Plum Creek and the South Platte River 
within Chatfield State Park. 

•	 Additional stands of cottonwood trees around the Reservoir have been established, and diseased trees, 
brush and debris, and non-native species have been removed.

•	 Investments have been made in updated utilities along with more convenient parking areas to better serve 
Chatfield State Park’s 1.7 million annual visitors.
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policy and 
development

TheWaterConnection.org/index.php/Applied-Innovation/

NationalWesternCenter.com

TWC is actively engaged in the Colorado community, supporting policy 
development and implementation that provides greater financial, social, and 
environmental benefits in water resources and development opportunities. To 
accomplish this goal, TWC participates as a community leader offering related 
professional engagement and expertise. Examples of groups with whom TWC 
engaged in 2019 include Denver’s Sustainability Advisory Council, and serving 
as an At-Large Representative on the Metro Basin Roundtable, working to 
implement the Colorado Water Plan.

Advisory Committees

National Western 
Center

The Stadium District Master Plan was 
adopted by the City and County of 
Denver in 2019, outlining a high-level 
plan for a new, mixed-use neighborhood 
destination. During the planning 
process, TWC participated on the 
Advisory Committee. TWC advocated 
for a clearly-articulated priority on water 
quality for the site, which is adjacent to 
the South Platte River, along with the 
incorporation of new River amenities. 
TWC supported concepts that envision 
the River as a key feature enabling the 
site to become a place where people 
live, work, and play.

Stadium District
http://bit. ly/StadiumDistrictDenver

TWC continued its partnership with 
the National Western Center, the 
large scale redevelopment project 
in north Denver on the National 
Western Stock Show site. TWC 
has focused on emphasizing the 
health of the River in all aspects 
of development, maximizing 
green infrastructure, incorporating 
holistic water management and 
River access, and identifying 
funding opportunities to move 
concepts forward.  
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One 
Water

http://claydeanelectric.com/the-den-
ver-icon-a-50-foot-waterwheel-in-the-
platte-river-rino-arts-district/  

https://HighLineCanal.org/

TWC and partners are exploring 
the feasibility of a future Water 
Wheel for hydroelectric power to 
be constructed and implemented 
along the River. This exciting 
concept has potential for 
becoming a true icon for Denver, 
as well as offering other benefits 
such as fish passage, recreational 
opportunities, and trash 
collection.

Water Wheel

High Line Canal

TWC, in partnership with the City 
and County of Denver and the 
Mile High Flood District, obtained 
a grant from the Colorado Water 
Conservation Board to develop 
a first-of-its-kind One Water Plan 
for Denver. This plan will focus 
on holistic water management 
strategies, further integrate water 
and land use planning, and will 
enhance connections between 
multiple entities. This plan will 
have a regional impact through 
the work of the Mile High Flood 
District.

Denver One Water 
Plan

TWC acted as an advisor for the 
development of a Pathway Guide 
to address development along 
the 71 miles of the High Line 
Canal (HLC). The Pathway Guide 
will serve as a multi-jurisdictional 
tool for facilitating stormwater 
flows into the HLC.

TWC advocates for One Water 
practices and serves as a voice for 
the South Platte River watershed 
involving significant development 
projects. As defined by the Water 
Research Foundation, One Water 
is an integrated planning and 
implementation approach to 
managing finite water resources for 
long-term resilience and reliability, 
meeting both community and 
ecosystem needs. All water in a 
watershed moves through a cycle of 
use and reuse in a closed system. 
This closed system reflects the 
concept of “One Water.”
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The 2019 Reception on the River presented by CDM Smith, 
MillerCoors, the Mile High Flood District, and ClayDean/Rexel 
was a great success, despite a little mid-summer rain. This 
invite-only event returned to STEAM on the Platte, where 
300+ leaders in the business, political, environmental, and 
water communities came together to celebrate The Greenway 
Foundation’s ongoing efforts to reclaim, enhance, and 
preserve Denver’s urban waterways. The Water Connection 
was delighted to have Becky Mitchell, Director of the 
Colorado Water Conservation Board, as this year’s featured 
speaker, and we were also honored to have Jim Lochhead, 
Denver Water CEO/Manager, speak to us as well.

Want to be involved with 2020’s Reception on the River? 
Contact Lauren Berent at lauren@greenwayfoundation.org

TheGreenwayFoundation.org/Reception-on-the-River

Denver’s leaders celebrating water

Reception on 
the River
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Friends of Greenway
Become a Friend of Greenway (FrOG) by signing 
up for a recurring monthly donation to TGF. Your 

donation will help support TGF’s mission to 
Revitalize Rivers and Reconnect Communities.

$25
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r 
m

o
n

th

Gives a deserving student a 
scholarship to attend camp

$50

$10

p
e

r 
m

o
n

th
p

e
r 

m
o

n
th

Sends an entire class on a 
grade-specific field trip

Sends 5 students on a 
unique riverside field trip

$75
p

e
r 

m
o

n
th Ensures the long-term sustainability 

of TGF’s ability to revitalize rivers & 
reconnect communities

$100

p
e

r 
m

o
n

th

Employs a high school 
educator for one month

i m pac t o f  yo u r m o n t h ly g i v i n g
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OTHER WAYS TO SHOW YOUR SUPPORT

Perks of 
being a FrOG

Learn more at GreenwayFoundation.org/donate

​Donate Your Car
Wondering what to do with your used 
car or truck? You can donate your 
vehicle today. We’ll arrange to have 
your donation towed and provide you 
with a tax-deductible receipt, all at no 
charge to you. Call 1-866-628-2277 to 
get started.

​Donate At King Soopers
Every time you swipe your Soopers 
Card, TGF can automatically earn a 
rebate - with absolutely no cost to you. 
This program is an easy way for you 
to offer additional support for TGF. 

Donate when you shop 
Online
Looking for another way to 
support TGF? Go to smile.
amazon.com and Amazon 
will donate 0.5% of the 
price of eligible purchases 
to The Greenway 
Foundation when you 
select TGF as your charity 
of choice. Use your same 
account on Amazon.com 
and AmazonSmile. Your 
shopping cart, wish list, 
wedding or baby registry, 

•	 Create park, trail, water quality, habitat, and recreational 
improvements along Denver’s urban waterways.

•	 Provide award-winning youth education and employment programs 
to children and young adults.

•	 Produce unique and engaging community events along the River 
and its tributaries for people of all ages.

•	 Support the advancement of innovative and collaborative water 
resource management for the benefit of the South Platte River 
watershed.

YOUR DONATIONS HELP OUR ONGOING 
EFFORTS TO:

STREAM 
SAVERS
($10-20 per month)

•	 TGF Sticker
•	 Early access to 

Summer Camp 
registration

•	 Early Event 
Registration for 
South Platte 
Stewardship 
Days

CREEK 
CRUSADERS
($21-50 per month)

•	 All Stream 
Savers benefits

•	 25% state 
income tax credit 
(for Colorado 
Residents)

•	 All Creek 
Crusaders 
benefits

•	 An invitation to 
the invite-only 
Reception on the 
River

RIVER 
RESCUERS
($50+ per month)

and other account 
settings are also 
the same.

Sign in to your account at 
kingsoopers.com and choose 
TGF from Community Rewards.
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South Platte River Environmental 
Education (SPREE) has introduced tens 
of thousands of children to the South 
Platte River. SPREE strives to develop 

meaningful personal connections with 
nature through engaging educational 

experiences for Denver area young 
people – preschool through college.

SPREE EXCURSIONS

TEEN PROGRAMS
GREENWAY LEADERSHIP CORPS  •  RIVER RANGERS

SUMMER CAMP

HOLIDAY CAMP

LEADERS IN TRAINING

SPREE FAMILY EVENTS

SPREE CAMPOUTS

SPREE

24



25

SPREE’s award-winning excursions offer 
students in the greater Denver area a 
hands-on educational experience at one 
of seven different public parks along 
the South Platte River and its tributaries. 
Each year, students in preschool through 
5th grade visit a different Denver park 
to explore the South Platte’s history, 
ecology, and connection to Denver 
through activities, games, and exploration. 
SPREE is partnered with 15 elementary 
schools, each of which has committed to 
bringing all their students on an Excursion 
each year. In 2019, SPREE staff ran 132 
excursions, engaging over 5,000 students 
with the South Platte River.

This is one of 

the most well-thought-out
field trips I’ve ever been on 

- and I have 3 kids. So thank you.

-  3RD GRADE PARENT CHAPERONE, 
STEM HIGHLANDS RANCH

-2ND GRADER, PINNACLE CHARTER

SPREE Excursions
GreenwayFoundation.org/Excursions

Interactive, place-based education

“
“

“
“This is the best field trip I’ve ever had. 

I never want it to end!
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Greenway Leadership Corps (GLC) offers 
monthly outdoor adventures and stewardship 
projects, as well as professional and personal 
development for high school students. To 
decrease barriers to students who may not 
have access to such activities, these events are 
always free. This past year, GLC saw the most 
students participate ever, through activities like 
trail building, snowboarding, river rafting, rock 
climbing, and more.

-  HIGH SCHOOL RIVER RANGER

River Rangers
TheGreenwayFoundation.org/River-Rangers

Greenway Leadership Corps
GreenwayFoundation.org/GLC

River Rangers are high school student interns 
and summer employees with SPREE. The 
River Rangers learn how to be environmental 
educators, develop their leadership and 
communication skills, and increase their 
knowledge of the outdoors and teaching. 

Teen Programs

““From building connections to campers and 

relationships with each other, this experience 

has taught us all so much. The moments 

together are invaluable. The connections we’ve 

made go so much more than coworkers. 

We have learned to become a family. 

And for that, I thank SPREE and 

The Greenway Foundation.
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River Rangers
TheGreenwayFoundation.org/River-Rangers

Greenway Leadership Corps

“I wish I 
lived at 
SPREE!”

-  2ND GRADER

“This is my 
favorite camp. 
It’s why I come 

here every 
time I can”

-  1ST GRADER
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GreenwayFoundation.org/camp

SPREE Summer Day Camp offers ten unique 
week-long sessions at two metro waterfront 
locations where Denver kids get active, get 
outside, and learn throughout the summer. 
Each week’s theme ties to Denver’s urban 
environment and the South Platte River 
Watershed. 2019 themes included Forces 
of Nature, Ecosystem Explorers, Colorado 
Frontier, and more. 

summer camp

-  SUMMER CAMP PARENT

““My boys have been talking about 

SPREE camp for months. When we were 

looking at all the camps in Denver for 

this summer, 

the first camp they shouted 
out was SPREE

GreenwayFoundation.org/Camp

21
scholarships 

given out

45%
of campers returned 

from previous years

45%
of campers attended 

multiple weeks

605
campers attended

camp over the summer
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TheGreenwayFoundation.org/Holiday-
Camps

TheGreenwayFoundation.org/Leaders-
in-Training

SPREE Holiday Camp takes place 
when Denver Public Schools has 
scheduled days off. Students get 
active and creative with hands-on 
learning experiences. Each day 
has a unique theme connected 
to our city and urban waterways. 
In 2019, students learned about 
Neat Nesters of Colorado, 
Nocturnal Nature, Urban Animals 
of Denver, and more.

Holiday camp Leaders in training

TGF was able to host four Publication 
Printers SPREE Family Events this 
year: Art on the River, Family Fishing 
Day, and two Family South Platte 
Stewardship Days. Unfortunately, 
Pioneering on the Platte was 
cancelled due to snowy weather, but 
TGF still saw 250+ participants at 
these free weekend events in 2019. 
Be sure to join SPREE for upcoming 
activities and games to connect your 
family to nature!

spree family events
TheGreenwayFoundation.org/Events

The Leaders in Training (LIT) 
program offers former SPREE 
campers the opportunity to 
develop leadership skills and 
teach at SPREE camp while 
continuing to learn and have 
fun. 42 Denver middle school 
students were mentored at 
Summer and Holiday Camps 
in 2019. We look forward to 
continuing and strengthening 
the program in 2020.

SPREE hosts the only overnight 
campouts permitted within the City 
and County of Denver each summer. 
These special opportunities provide 
Denver children and families who 
may be new to outdoor recreation 
with opportunities to set up 
tents, cook outdoors, and sleep 
under the stars in a setting that is 
familiar and easily accessible. In 
2019, TGF held three campouts 
at Johnson Habitat Park - one for 
families of SPREE summer campers, 
a second for families from the 
Westwood neighborhood, and 
a third for families from the Cole 
neighborhood, with 82 participants 
over the three events.

summer family campouts

72% of LITs returned from 2018

50% of Holiday Camp students returned 
to attend summer camp
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The Greenway Foundation 
hosts a variety of community 
events throughout the year, 

engaging families, individuals, 
community leaders, and 

organizations with Denver’s 
urban waterways.

CITIZENS FOR THE RIVER 
PRESENTED BY ELITCH GARDENS, REVESCO PROPERTIES, D.A. DAVIDSON & 

FLOODWALK

NOBLE ENERGY GALA ON THE BRIDGE 
PRESENTED BY REVESCO PROPERTIES & MILLERCOORS

BLUE MOON BRIDGE PARTY 
PRESENTED BY THE FANG LAW FIRM

ECI SPRING RIVERSWEEP 
PRESENTED BY THE NATURE CONSERVANCY & CASCADE BLONDE ON COMCAST 

CARES DAY

CASCADE BLONDE FALL SOUTH PLATTE STEWARDSHIP DAY 
PRESENTED BY THE NATURE CONSERVANCY & CO LOTTERY

Events

30
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citizens for the 
river

The 2019 Citizens for the River presented 

by Elitch Gardens, Revesco Properties, D.A. 

Davidson, and Floodwalk is Denver’s largest 

River celebration event. This free event 

attracted attendees of all ages to Confluence 

Park, the birthplace of Denver, for live music, 

children’s activities, food trucks, and vendors. 

The evening ended with a free concert by 

nationally touring acts Nicki Bluhm and Anders 

Osborne. This family-friendly festival provides 

an opportunity to explore recreational water 

activities and celebrate our city’s greatest 

natural resource.

CitizensForTheRiver.com

Denver’s premier urban River 
celebration
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Gala on the 
Bridge

The Noble Energy Gala on the Bridge 

presented by Revesco Properties 

and MillerCoors saw another sold out 

crowd in 2019. Held on the 19th Street 

Historic Pedestrian Bridge over the 

South Platte River, this unique evening 

offers stunning views of the River with 

attendees enjoying live music, cocktails, 

and dinner in a one-of-a-kind setting. 

The 2019 Hero of the River Award was 

presented to Jolon Clark for his tireless 

dedication to our City and our River.

TheGreenwayFoundation.org/Gala-on-the-Bridge

Our largest fundraiser, 
under the stars,
and over the River
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Bridge Party

Blue Moon Bridge Party presented by 

The Fang Law Firm is a party like no 

other. Taking place on the historic 19th 

Street Bridge over the South Platte 

River, the 2019 Bridge Party featured 

several pop up performances by 

Handsome Little Devils, an open bar, 

local restaurants and food trucks, and 

silent disco. This year, guests were 

treated to intimate performances in 

the lounge in addition to constant 

entertainment on the bridge. 2020 

will have a completely new lineup of 

entertainment in the same unique 

location.

TheGreenwayFoundation.org/BridgeParty

Silent disco.
Open bar.
Surprise performances.
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GreenwayFoundation.org/camp

The ECI Spring South Platte Stewardship Day 
presented by The Nature Conservancy and 
Cascade Blonde on Comcast Cares Day was 
an extremely impactful day for our River and 
parks. This 25+ year community-based event 
witnessed over 400 local participants help 
preserve and enhance the South Platte River 
Greenway. Volunteers removed plant debris, 
repaired crusher fine trails, repaired and 
painted park fixtures, and removed thousands 
of gallons of trash from our local parks.

Over 1,200 volunteer hours were donated in 
2019 to Denver’s parks and waterways over 
the course of The Greenway Foundation’s 
Spring and Fall South Platte Stewardship Days.

Cascade Blonde Fall South Platte Stewardship 
Day presented by The Nature Conservancy 
and CO Lottery saw over 300 participants 
engage in this longstanding community-based 
event. This year’s event took place at Carpio-
Sanguinette Park for the first time. Volunteers 
of all ages came out to help restore this RiNo 
park. Volunteers helped by picking up trash, 
removing weeds and other plant debris, 
painting park fixtures, as well as spreading 
mulch to protect existing plants.

In the Spring

South Platte 
Stewardship DAys

In the Fall
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“One of my 
favorite 

nights of the 
whole year!” 

-  BRIDGE PARTY 
ATTENDEE, 2019

“There’s 
nothing else 
like it in the 

city.”
-  CITIZENS FOR THE RIVER 

ATTENDEE, 2019

“It feels great 
to give back  - 
and have fun 

while doing it!”
-  SOUTH PLATTE 

STEWARDSHIP DAY 
VOLUNTEER, 2019



The ongoing work 
of The Greenway 

Foundation cannot 
continue without the 
support of our public, 
private, philanthropic, 
and political partners.

PLANNED GIVING

SPONSORS & GRANT PROVIDERS

SUPPORTERS

PARTNERS

Funding
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Charitable gift annuities are a 
strong gift option. Contact us to 
learn more about this way to give.

Life insurance is a simple 
way to make a big 
impact. You can leave all 
or a portion of your life 
insurance policy to TGF.

Retirement plan assets can be 
heavily taxed when left to family. 
It can be tax-savvy to leave 
these assets to The Greenway 
Foundation through beneficiary 
designations.

You may find naming TGF in 
your will or living trust appealing 
because you can change your 
mind at any time. By leaving a 
percentage of your estate to 
TGF, gifts to family members 
and other loved ones remain 
proportional no matter how your 
estate fluctuates over the years.

Through gift planning, you 
can choose a method of 
giving that works for you 
while making a lasting 
impact.

Looking for other ways to give to The Greenway Foundation? 
Contact Ryan Aids at 303-743-9720 ext. 860 or ryan@greenwayfoundation.org 
to find a gift that best fits you.

how to give

Make a big impact.
Ensure your legacy 
with a future gift.

Planned 
Giving

A Gift in Your Will

Life Insurance

Retirement Plan Assets

Charitable Gift Annuity
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to our generous 2019 
sponsors & grant providers!Thank You

Robert V. and Billie 
Mae Behrent Estate
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2019 Supporters
Thomas L Abbott
Liz Adams
Ashlie Aids
Brenda Aids
Ryan Aids
Ernie & Rachel Aids
Bob Allen
Allen Vellone Wolf 
Helfrich & Factor P.C. 
Yarida Almanza
Alpine Bank 
Ameresco  
American Rivers 
American Water Works 
Association, Rocky 
Mountain Section 
Hilarea Amthauer
Julie Anderson
Brent Applebaum
Jodie Applebaum
ArborForce 
Argo Holdings 
Argyle Residential 
Atkins Global 
Aurora Water 
Karen Aviles
Ethan Ayers
Lindsey Ayers
Margaret L Baker
Margaret Bakert
Madeleine Balchan
Balfour 
Gail Barry
William Battaglin
Amy Battles
Beacon Ventures 
Amy Beatie
Sandra Beatty
Anne Bensard
Lauren Berent
Lesle and J.D. Berent
Bettinger Photography 
Ilene Birge
Nancy Birge
Autumn Bjugstad
Susan Bjugstad
Kendra Black
Abigail Blair

Whitney Blakeslee
Theresa Blazon
Sara Boilard
Pat Braun
Brett Family Foundation 
Jonathan Bridges
Brinkman Construction 
Charles & Suzanne Brown
Sara Brown
Brownstein Hyatt Farber 
Schreck 
BT Construction 
Brooke Burdick
Nancy Burke
Calibre Engineering 
Logan Callihan
Capitol Representatives 
Carollo 
Sequoia Carpenter
James Carr
Cascade Blonde Whiskey 
CCABA 
CDM Smith 
Centennial Water and 
Sanitation District 
Central Colorado Water 
Conservancy District 
Bar Chadwick
Chatfield Reallocation 
Mitigation Company 
Cherry Creek Shopping 
Center 
Chook 
Kate Cihon
Matthew Cihon
Emily Clark
Joe & Jana Clark
Jolon Clark
Sarah Clark
ClayDean Electric Company 
Donald Cohen
Therese Cohen
Debra Colias
Collegiate Peaks Bank 
Colorado BUILT 
Colorado Lottery 
Colorado Party Rentals 
Colorado Water Conservation 
Board 

Colorado Water Trust 
Comunale Properties 
Joe Cordova
Corum Real Estate Group 
Crescent Real Estate 
CSU 
CSU Water Center 
Cypress 16 
DA Davidson 
Allegra da Silva
Katie Dake
Katryn Dake
Margaret Danuser
Cristin Elia Davis
Joyzelle Davis
Melodi Davis
Davis Partnership 
Eleanor Deaton
Kris DeForest
Denver Department 
of Transportation and 
Infrastructure 
Denver Parks & Recreation 
Denver Trout Unlimited 
Denver Water 
Kimberley Dickey
Dig Studio 
Stephen Dilts
James & Sarah Dominick
Dominion Water & Sanitation 
District 
Greg Dorolek
Beth Dorsa
Peter Durst
Earth Services & Abatement 
East West Partners 
ECI Site Construction 
Edge Contracting 
Marcia Eldridge
Elitch Gardens 
Robert & Barbara Ells
Larry Elrod
Enginuity Engineering 
Solutions 
Paul Engle
John Erhardt
ERO Resources 
Brian K Fahselt

Richard Farley
Mark Faul
Dee Faust
Todd Fehr
FEMA 
Beth Ferguson
Fidelity National Title 
Mira Fine
FirstBank 
Stacy Fischer
Lorienne Fisher
Simon Foot
Formativ 
Sarah Foster
Foster Graham Milstein 
& Calisher 
Joseph Fowler
Sigrid H Freese
Frog Creek Partners 
Thomas Furgason
Julianne Gagnon
Joseph & Anthea 
Gagnon
Declan Galvin
Garden Club of Denver 
Gateway Fund of the 
Denver Foundation
Lisa Gathercole
GEI Consultants 
Lea Gibbs
Mary Gillette
Patrick Gillette
Rachel Gillette
Jessica Gilliam
Carrie Gilman
Danielle Givens
Emily Gloeckner
Amber Gorski
Jeffrey Grana
Grand American 
Great Outdoors 
Colorado (GOCO) 
Hank Grey
Karen Grey
Greystar 
Kathryne Grove
Sasha Gubser
Kyle Gustafson

Margaret Gutgesell
Erik & Sarah Hagevik
Linda Hamlin
Rebekka Harkins
Robert Harris
Elizabeth Harty
Hazen Sawyer 
Zach Hendershot
Curtis Henderson
Kelly Hersh
Terry Hershey
Cheryl Higashida
High Line Canal 
Conservancy 
Fabby Hillyard
Martha Hoffman
Gretchen Hollrah
HomeAdvisor 
Jill Humphrey
Ramsay Huntley
Cathy Hurtle
Mai-Lan Huynh
Caden Huynh-Smith
Eileen Hyatt
Emily Hypnarowski
Icon Engineering 
INDUSTRY 
Sarah Jack
Shannon Jahn
Casey James
JE Dunn Construction 
Coral A Jenrette
Shelley Jewell
Reed Jewell
Sadie Jewell
JLL 
Jeff & Heidi Johnsen
Jeffrey Johnsen
Bruce & Carmen 
Johnson
Mavis Johnson
Amy Jones
Jones Lang LaSalle 
Jordan & Skala 
Engineers 
JV Denargo 
Geoffry Kaatz
Jonathan Kahn
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Karen Anderson 
Katie Cihon Advisor Group 
Dan Kester
Sue Kiernan
Mira Killmeyer
Claudia Kim
Nathanael Kim
Richard Kirk
Kirkpatrick Bank 
Oza Klanjsek
Robert Kochevar
Julie Koehler
Brian Kolasinski
Colleen Kuhlmann
R Kent Landmark
Julie Lang
Joseph Lara
Larimer Square 
Deirdre Lee
Benjamin Lehr
Jen Leonard
Curt LeRoosignol
Jonathan Liberman
Blair Lichtenfels
Kim Linin
Erin Little
Livable Cities Studio 
Lester Lockspeiser
Mary Jane Loevlie
Geoffrey Loose
Luxe Salon 
Tracey MacDonald
Megan MacHatton
Dana Mack
Madison Insurance Group 
Robert & Christina Mahoney
Heather Manone
Lindsey Marquez
Andrea Martin
Martin Lavine Physical 
Therapy 
Matrix Design Group 
McClurg Century Investments 
Kristen McDaniel
McGeady Becher P.C. 
Elizabeth McGehee
Andrew McKenna

Mike McPhee
McWhinney Real Estate 
Services 
Daniel Melluzzo
Merrick & Company 
Krystina Messick
Metro Wastewater Reclamation 
District 
Metropolitan State University of 
Denver 
Bruce Meyer
Michael Baker International 
MIG, Inc 
Mile High Flood District 
Bart Miller
MillerCoors 
Molly’s Spirits 
Sharlene Montalvo
Moody Insurance 
Moose Mountain Enterprises
John Moran
Oliver Morgan
Suzanne Morgan
Teresa Morrell-Evans
Linda Morrison
Mortenson 
Elise Mulder
Muller Engineering 
Paul Mulligan
Keri Naccarato
Oscar Naeser
Cynthia Nagel
NAI Shames Makovsky 
Naranjo Civil Constructors 
National Western Center 
Katie Navin
Joanna Negler
David Neusteter
Joan Newton
Nichols Partnership 
Noble Energy 
Frank Nowell
Chris O’Neil
Anne Oberheide
Ogilvy 
Ellen Olson
John Olsson

Olsson 
Melinda ORourke
Ana Orozco
Elizabeth Orr
Elise Osenga
Kathleen Osher
Otak 
Otten Johnson Robinson 
Neff & Ragonetti 
Tarynn Overstreet
Dannielle Packard
Kimberly Patton
PCL Construction 
Barbara Peterson
John Pflaum
Jill Pitcher
Tom Pizza
Platte River Recovery 
Implementation Program 
Polsinelli 
Power Design 
Prime West Real Estate 
Services 
Diana Pruitt
Joseph Pruitt, M.D.
Publication Printers 
Bernadette Rael
Aaron Ray
Bryce Read
James Recht
Judi Recht
Revesco Properties 
Rexel 
Rachel Rey
Reid Reynolds
Sara Reynolds
Sheldon Reynolds
John Richardson
Stefan Richarz
Riverbank Commercial Real 
Estate 
Riverfront Park Community 
Foundation 
Riverpoint Partners 
Jeffrey Rollins
Kathryn Ronan
Tim Roorda

2019 Supporters (Continued)
Lesley Roper
Donny Roush
Roxborough Water and 
Sanitation District 
Curtis Rueter
Doris Sachs
Gabriela Sandoval
Paula Sandoval
Ronda Sandquist
Gregg Saunders
Kirsten Schatz
Joseph Schmidt
Schnitzer West 
Lauren Schoeffler
Anne Schwab
Kelly Seim
Ira Selkowitz
Sewald Hanfling 
Jason Shade
Joy Shank
Karen Shapiro
Shaw Construction 
Shears Adkins Rockmore 
Jennifer Sherman
Jeff Shoemaker
Shoemaker Family 
Kate Sirota
Sixt 
Smartwire Corporation 
Tracy L Smith
Sopra Communities 
Gregory Sorensen
South Metro Water Supply 
Authority 
Squire Patton Boggs 
St. Charles Town Company 
Bryan and Julie Stahli
Isaac Stahli
Stantec 
STARBOARD Realty Group 
Kip Stastny
STEAM on the Platte 
Sterling Ranch 
Development 
Gary Stiefler
Justin Stokes
Renee Stoller
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ArborForce
Avid4 Adventure
Barr Lake State 
Park
Capitol 
Representatives
Christy Sports
cityWILD
ClayDean Electric
Colorado Alliance 
for Environmental 
Education
Colorado 
Department of 
Parks & Wildlife
Colorado 
Department of 
Transportation
Colorado 
Environmental Film 
Festival
Colorado 
Hardscapes
Colorado Mountain 
Club
Colorado Party 
Rentals
Community Sailing 
of Colorado
Confluence Kayaks
Denver 
Department of 
Public Health and 
Environment
Denver Parks & 
Recreation
Denver Public 
Schools
Denver Department 
of Transportation & 
Infrastructure
Denver Tramway 
Heritage Society
Denver Trolley
Denver Trout 
Unlimited
Denver Water
DHM Design

Diageo
Downtown Denver 
Aquarium
Environmental 
Learning Center at 
CSU
Environmental 
Learning for Kids 
Fogo de Chao
Frog Creek Partners
Great Divide
Groundwork Denver
HobNob Events
ICON Engineering
JumpBunch
KE Events
Larimer Partners
Metro State 
University One 
World One Water 
Center
MiHi Photo Booth
Mile High Flood 
District
Moose Mountain 
Enterprises
Naranjo Civil 
Constructors
National Park 
Service 
Originateve
SoundDown Party
STEAM on the Platte
The GrowHaus
The Trust for Public 
Land
Transamerica
Two Parts
U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation
Westword
Wildlands 
Restoration 
Volunteers

2019 PARTNERS
Cyndi Stovall
Lisa Strachan
Stream Landscape 
Architecture 
Tyler Stroh
Emily Sumner
Superfly Festivals 
Jennifer Superka
Swinerton Foundation 
Berkley A Tague
Jennifer Tamburini
Taylor Global 
Territory Unlimited 
Teton Waters Ranch 
The Architerra Group 
The Clinic 
The Denver Foundation
The Fang Law Firm 
The Nature Conservancy 
The Pullman Union Station 
The Thomas Edwin 
Greenbaum Foundation 
Jim Theye & Dee Chirafisi
THK Associates 
John Thomas
David Thorpe
John Tone
Lisa Treviso-Jones
Tributary Real Estate 
Michael & Molly Trujillo
Lawrence Tucker
Eric Tupler
Turner Construction 
TWC Management 
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation  
UMB Bank 
Unico 
Urban Ventures 
Valerian 
Vanguard Charitable 
Isabel Vera
John Vickery
Peter Wall
Nina Wang
Linda Washa-Sanchez
Tobi Watson
Linda Weidner

Carla Weikel
Tanya Weinberg
Bradley Weinig
Eric Weisman
Amy Weisser
Steve Welchert
Wenk Associates 
Michael & Etta West
Pete West
Western Resource Advocates 
Joan Wieser
Jennifer Williams
Brandi Williamson
Riley K Williamson
Stefanie Winfield
Mike Winn
Jim Winzenburg
Natalie Wood
Wright Water Engineers, Inc.  
Xcel Energy 
Xcel Energy Foundation 
Adam Yarinsky
Dana Lynn Young
Patricia Young
ZF Capital 
Alayna Zuckerman
Kim Zulliger

THANK YOU 

TO  ALL OF OUR 

SUPPORTERS - 

WE COULDN’T 

DO THIS 

WITHOUT

YOU!
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Fabby Hillyard

Pete WestKatie Navin

The Greenway Foundation Board

Kip Stastny, 
Chairman 

Bar Chadwick, 
Vice Chairman 

Brent Applebaum, 
Secretary

Sarah Dominick Larry Elrod John Moran

Lesley Roper Paula Sandoval

Jon Bridges 
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Ryan Aids, Development Director

ryan@greenwayfoundation.org
 

Rachel Gillette, Education & Grants Director

rachel@greenwayfoundation.org
 

Bekky Harkins, Camp Director

bekky@greenwayfoundation.org
 

Julianne Gagnon, Youth Programs Coordinator

julianne@greenwayfoundation.org
 

Deirdre Lee, Excursion Coordinator

deirdre@greenwayfoundation.org

Devon Buckels, The Water Connection Director

devon@thewaterconnection.org
 

Shelley Jewell, Finance & Administration Director

shelley@greenwayfoundation.org
 

Lauren Berent, Volunteer & Events Director 

lauren@greenwayfoundation.org
 

Emily Hypnarowski, Camp Coordinator

emily@greenwayfoundation.org
 

Casey Lay, Youth Programs Assistant

casey@greenwayfoundation.org

The Greenway Foundation Staff

Jeff Shoemaker, Executive Director

jeff@greenwayfoundation.org



PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID

PERMIT NO. 5377
DENVER, CO

The official printer of The Greenway Foundation

SINCE 1974

T
H

E
 G

R
E

ENWAY FOUN
D

A
T

IO
N

THE GREENWAY FOUNDATION

1855 S Pearl St Suite 40

Denver, CO 80210

www.GreenwayFoundation.org

T h e  G r e e n way F o u n d at i o n ’ s  2 0 2 0  E v e n t s

Thank you Tom Rice, Wenk Associates, Evan Semón Photography, Denver Parks & 
Recreation, Mayor’s Office of the National Western Center, Austin Nicklas, Sheila 

Zappanti, Bettinger Photography, and Brittany Teuber for your contributions to the 
photography in this publication. 

2

MAY

Spring Family 
Stewardship Day

11

SEPT

Bridge 
Party

2

MAY

Spring South Platte  
Stewardship Day

26

SEPT

Fall Family 
Stewardship Day

16

MAY

Art on
the River

26

SEPT

Fall South Platte  
Stewardship Day

20

JUN

Citizens for 
the River

10

OCT

Family
Fishing Day

10

SEPT

Gala on 
the Bridge

TheGreenwayFoundation.org/Events

Cut out our 
calendar & hang 

it up so you never 
miss a fun event!


